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Island Retreat: Treasure Bay Bintan

Bintan might well ba the new Bali az the go-to gataway hotspet just a stone s throw from Singapors, thanks to
new developments like Treasure Bay Bintan, writes Hashirin Nurin Hashimi.

By Hashirin Morin Hachimi on Tam 12, 2016

Tudging by its proximaty to Singapore—a 45min ferry nde from the Tanah Merah Fenry Terminal—one would
expect the Indonesian 1sland of Binfan fo be a first-choice destmation for those in need of a guick retreat. But for
most of the 20005, Binfan was overlocked for neighbouring Batam and 1t cousins Bali and Lombok. Add to the
fact that the last resort opened there in 2000, Bintan Resorts registered nary a blip on the radars of
bohdayvmakers.

Until now. The sleepy Fiau 1sland 15 expeniencing a new awakening as Southeast Asia’s latest waterfront
playground with infegrated resorts in the north such as Lagoi Bay, where hoowry resort The Sanchaya 15 situated,
and now Treasure Bay Bmtan. “Truth be told, we needed to revive Bintan. The stigma Bmtan had was that it 1=
dated and nothing has changed for a long ime—mwhich 15 frue. But that’s different now and we have seen several
pew excifing projects in the market ™ zavs Stefan Thumiger, chief operating officer of Treasure Bay Binfan.

Tust a Smin drve from the Bandar Bentan Telani Fernry Terminal  the 338ha Treasure Bay Bmntan by Malaysian
property developer Landmarks boasts several first-in-Asia concepts that meld hoowry with adventure and family
fun. The first 15 The Canopt Resort—which opened last Movember and 15 cwrrently the only accommodation at
the miegrated resort—wnith an on-trend “glamping™ or glamorous camping concept.



Step in=ide one of the 40 Safan-themed air-conditioned “tent suites™, and vou will be cocooned m all the
creature comforts you would expect of a full-fledged hotel—from a cozy four poster king-sized bed to the luxe
chandslier in the centre of the room, and requisite wifi. The campsite influence extends to the s1sal carpeting,
trunk-like storage spaces and ensuite semi-open-air bathroom, which let vou be one with nature.

Faght at your doorstep, the Crystal Lagoon beckons. Southeast Asia’s largest man-made seawater body,
equivalent to 30 Olympic-sized swimming pools, it seawater undergoes an eco-frnendly filration and freatment
process to fum 1t “erystal clear”. The lagoon makes up Chill Cove, the site for mymad water sporis actvifies
such as cable ski1, aqua glide sailboats and an inflatable water park, so that even children can get in on the action.
For the more adventurous, hop on the jetovator and be elevated 1o mid-air. There are also plans for bunges

qumping at the lagoon’s deepest end.



On land, there are just as many activites: from ATV (all-terrain vehicle) and UTW (ufility task vehicle) droves
through the resort’s nature reserve to Segway and scooter ndes around the lagoon. Mature lovers, you don’t want
to miss a tandem kavak nde through the resort’s private mangrove reserve. I had the good luck of being paired
with chief glamper Wavan, who did most of the paddling work as I adowured the plants and wildhife.

For an expenience ke no other, take flight with an open cockpit seaplane nde with a pulot from the Air
Adventures Flying Club Binfan. The seaplane takes off from the Crystal Lagoon and you can soak in the 1dylhic
sights of the 1sland from the air. I saw more action in the two days I was at Treasure Bay Binfan than I ever did
in a2 normal month!

But this 15 only the fip of the 1ceberg. The resort’s first development phase, which 15 part of a 20-vear master
plan, will include a wellness cluster that offers Western and Eastern approaches and concepts. First on board 1s
US-baszed health spa resort, Canyvon Fanch, with itz first property in Asi1a, alongzide two Accor Group hotel
chams. Chill Cove will also see F&B and retail strips this vear.

“Tt"s really a bmld-up, which I think 15 going to peak when the Bintan International Awport 15 completed mm
2017, making 1t easier for more visitors to get to our resort. And that would be when Bintan as a destination
would be on a turming pomt,” enthuses Thumiger.



